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fe gents EO 1 
i SWarkn: + 
$2he Lord before 
ns Law, and in the Law; 
its Time, Uſe, and Service, which 
was tv continue until Ckriſt iſt came, 
who fulfils the' Law, and ſa 
Swear not at all, and ſets up [ye 
ant'Nay hfteatt of it. Daw 

AAA bs all Falſe and Vain 
Swearing was \ forbiditen by the 
Law, and All Swearing ts gt 
bidden by Chriſt, yea, the Oath 

of the Lord which was to end dif- 
| ferences. 

And how Chriſt Poforite Gods 
Oath, and commands Yea yea, and 
Nay.-nay inSead of it, 

” 00 Arid 


And to end the Treſpaſſes and 
Differ :nces in his Church, be ſets 
up two or three Witneſſes ; Chriſt 
ſaith, Gut of the mouth of two or 
three Witneffes every word ſhall 
|  beeſtabliſhed, Mat. 18. 16. 
| And the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. 
| 12. I, In the mouth of two or 
three Witneffes every word ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed, 
| And the Apo$ile James, who 
| forbids Swearing, ſayes, So ſpeak 
| Ye, and ſodo ye, James the 5th, 
and James the 2d and 12tb. 


Concerning 


(5) 


Utes ©» my an nh — — — 
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Concerning Swearing, 


| Herein all may plainly 
| ſee that they that were 
to Swear It was 70 the 


Lord,and perform their 
Oath to him: and as for Falſe Oaths 
that they did Swear, they were for- 
bidden by the Lord 1n ius Law, and 
this G::h that they were to perform 
to the Lord was the Oath that Chriſt 
forbad. | 
For before the La” you may ſee A- 
braham \21d to his Servant, 7 ll make 
thee to Swear by the ors, the God of 
Heaven, and the God of the Earth, 
Gen. 24. | 
So this Swearing was not by any 
Book, nor any Creature, but by the 
Lord, exc. And this was the Oath 
which was to be performed to the 
A 3 Lord 


(6) 

Lord which Chriſt ſpeaks of and for- 
bad, as was cominanded in the Law, 
and not to Swear fallely. 

And in the time of the Law you 
may ſee in Exod, 22. 11, when ;therc 

vas any matter of Difference amongſt 
the Children of ſrae! about outward 
things, then the Oath of the Lord 
thoutd be between them ; and this 

Oath was to end' the difference : So 
ſtill you may ſee it was the Oath of 
the Lord, it was not an Oath by the 
Book, or by any Creature. 

And this Oath was not to be com- 
monly taken, for that was a takize 


Gods name in vain, { as Chriſtians do 


now ) they were not to Swear by the 


Lord but upon'great occaſions. 


Levit.'5« For if a Soul ſin, and hear 
the voice of Swearing, aud is 4 witneſs, 
whether he hath ſeen or know of it, if 
if he do not utter it, then he fhall bear 
his iniquity, $0 you! may ſee here, how 


that no man was to Swear, but Upon 


jpectal occaſion ; whoſoever did hear 
| (4 any 


(7) 

any Swearing, if he did not diſcover 
it, he was to bear his iniquity : ar 
therefore conſider all ye that profeſs 
your ſelves'Chriſtians, and the.Goſpet, 
what: a great 1niquity you are ur by 
{wearing , ' and others that hear it, 
and do not dilcover it, for tuch things 
were to be puniſhed by the Lawof 
God. 

And now do ye think that the Goſ- 
pel gives you liberty to belch out ſo 
many Oaths? Oh no ! for Chriſt for- 
bids in his Goſpel, the :rwe ſwearing by 
the Lord, which was to be performed 
to him, and to be zakez but' upoh 
urgent buſineſs to-exd Controverſies 1N 
the old time of the Law : That's the 
Oath rhat Chriſt Exas, and ſets up Tez 
and Nay- above it and the Law, and 
Chriſt forbad the vain and -falte 
ſwearing. And doye think that the 
Jews do: not hiſs at you; that call your 
ſelves | Chriftiaris 11 Goſpel times , 
that belch out ſo many Oaths in your 
needlefs talk, wlien their Law pumthes 
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(8) 
all common Swearers, and thofe that 
hear Swearing and do not diſcover it, 
mult bear their iniquity ; for this is 
takeing Gods name in vain, and uſing 


{wearing, or Oaths in thoſe places 


which God did not command them ; 
for but upon ſpecial occaſions, for his 
Service, and to end Controverla ES, CFC. 
was his oarh commanded to bs per- 
formed to the Lord, which Oith, as I 
{aid before, Chriſt ends & forbids. For 
if a ſoul Swear,pronouncin. with bis /ips 
F4 do good or eu, whatſor wer ut be that 
4 man (ball pronounce with an a; and 
it be hid from him, when he knaweth of” 
it, ther he ſhall be guilty in one of theſe, 
he ſtall confeſs that he hath ſinned in that 
thing » 4nd he ſhall bring his Treſpaſs- 

Offering wntd the Lord for his ſi8s, &C- 
Levit.. 5. 

: So now, if there Was an Ofering to 
be oftered for the Treſpaſs: in; {wear- 
ing needleſsly in, the old; time of the 
Law, is not Chriſt the Offering that 
has ended all uy for” Treſpaſles, 


and 


(9) 
and is an Offering for mans fins and 
treſpaſles to be look'd at, and obeyed 
above all? not that man ſhould tref- 
p2is more in {wearing, and ſay Chrift 
1s offered up for his treſpaſs, and pre- 
ſume thereby to add fin unto fin, 

So Chriſt ends all ſwearing, and' is 
the Offering 'that 1s offered up to'rhe 
Lord of all true Chriſtians for their ſins. 
Andin Levi. 19, Ye jhall not ſwear by 
my name faiſely, neither ſhall ye- pre- 
phane the Name of thy God, F am"'the 
LO. EC £5707 3 5 
So ye may ſee here, Swearing falſely 
was forbidden y hon Law : of God, 
anu iwearing 1idlely-1s: a” prophans 
the. name ——_ Lord o\ > © id 
nor. ,21ve. his Oath to. his people to 
ſwear idlely in their cuſtomary talk, 
nor tai{ely,.but to be performed tothe 
| Lord upon ſpecial occaſions ; and that 

is the: Oath, as I ſaid before, Chriſt 
forbad and ends. * off3: 

And in Numb. 30. If a man did 
frrear--ap Oath , aud bound bis. ſoul 
74+ FA 
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(TO ) 
go-the Lord with x boxid, he was not to 

break it, but he ſhall Pk; according. to tl 
that hath proceeded out of 4 his month, er 
ther FYows or Oaths, © 7 

So here you 'may 1ce rhek weye to 
perform their Oath unto the: Lord , 
which Oath of tlie Lord bound their 
ſouls 'as with-a bond ; and this was 
the Bath which chriſt, the Oath of God, 
came to fulfil,, and forbids amongſt the 
Jevs, which had» this Oath to per- 

orm to the Lord, 

And ſo Chriſt is the Oath of God, 
by which all fouls of men and women 
are-bound to perform what proceeds 
ont of theirs mouths at yea and ay 
without ſwearing, :and not to break 
their word which —_ out of their 
mourhs. F400 7! 

Andin Dext. 6. 1's aid, thou (halt 
ya the Lord thy God, andiſwear by his 
Name; mark, ' by his name; not by 


the four books of Moſes. not by 


any other Name, but by the' ame 


of the Lord, not by any —___ 
ut 


»- 


(11) 
but by the: name of the Lord : this 
was the true Oath. which was tobe 
erformed to the Lord in the Old time, 
( which as Ifaid before ) this was the 
Oath which Chriſt forbids, and.ends. 
And' in Dent. 10. Thou ſhale) fear 
the Lerd. thy God, and him ſhalt thou 
' ſerve, and zo Fu. ſþ alt thon cleave » and 
Swear by his Name: {o not by any 0- 
ther Name under the whole Heaven, 
' or Book, but bythe Name of God, 
and perform their Oath to him : but 
this was his peoples ſwearing ; but 
God ſware by himſelf concerning his 
' Son, who brings people from -under 
this Law that commands ſwearing, 
who ends both Law .and Swearing : 
.and ſo what people do row,” mult be 
done inthe Name of Jeſus, at yea and 
2149 5 and they know that there 3s #0 
Salvation by any other name 'under” the 
Mi bewugy, but by the:Name of Fe: 
ſus, ho dots fulfil the Oath of Gbd 
to him agg, us that God.1ware, and 
cnds Ind forbids the Oath thar-\men 
{ware 


(12) 


{ware unto God under the Law in the 


old time: And now commands yes - 


and zay to be ſpoken in lieu of an 
oath, for whatſoever 15 more than that 

is evil. 
And the Apoſtle faich, Colof. 3. 17. 
whatſoever ye do in word or inaeed, do 

all iz the Nams of Feſus Chriſt, &c. 
Now mark, this comprehends all 
that ever a man does or {ayes in word 
or deed, it muſt be done in the Name of 
Feſus, whoſe name is above every name, 
And in Fo[bua 2, it may be ſeen how 
R4hab the Harlot, ſhe ſaid unto the 
Spies, Now therefore 1 pray you, ſwear 
unto me by the Lord, 8c. lo you may 
lee, though ſhe was of another Na- 
tion, and a Harlot, yet the Spies did 
{wear unto her by the Lord, according 
to her deſire, & this Oath was to be per- 
formed unto the Lord : ſhe did not tye 
them to {wear to her by the” books of 
Aſes, nor delire it, nor by their own 
cuſtomary oaths of her Country, but 
by the Lord, which was to be performed 
7t0 
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(13) 
zo the Lord: andthis is the Oath that 
| Chriſt ends, and ſets up yea and may 
- inſtead of it, 
' Andin Foſhaa 23. it is (aid, That ye 
come not amongſt thoſe Nations, thoſe 
that remain among you, xezther make 
mention of the name of their Gods, nor 
cauſe to ſwear by them : here you may 
lee 1t was forbidden to ſwear by the 
Gods of other Nations, but only to 
{wear by the Name of the Lord which 
. was the true Oath that Chrift ends. 
So this one Oath by the Lord that 
people was to {wear by his name 1n the 
[ime of the Law, it was a Type of 
that Oath that the Lord ſware con- 
cerning his Son, whoends and forbids 
;this true Oath in the old time of the 
Law, who comes to fulfil the Law, 
and gathers people into his own name 
above every wame, Where talvation is ; 
and commands them, let their yea be yea, 
and nay nay &C. for whatſoever is more 
25-evil. 
And in 1 Sam. 19, when Saxt 
{ware 
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(14) 
ſwate it was by the Zord, not by Books 
Nor Creatures, 

And 1n 1 $4. 24. David when he 
{ware unto Sl 1t was by the Lord, 
and not by Boo”s NOr.Creatures, nor by 
the Gods of other Nations ; and th 
was the true Oath which Was to "= 

erformed to the Lord ia the old Law 
which Chritt forbids and ends. 


And in r Sam. 30, The? youns man 


of- R2ypt that was Servant to Amelech, 


who [/ 1d unto Dauid, Swear nuto me by 
God, that thou wil not RE me, nor de- 
lrver me unto my Maſter, &c, 

And io here you maylee though 
they were of orher Nations, it was in 
vain to put any Oath to the Jews bur 
the Oath of the Lord. which was ro be 
pertormed to the Lord in the old Law, 
which Chriſt forbtds, and ends, and 
his Apoſtle Famzs, Jam. 5; 12. 

And Foab © 2 Sam. 19, when he 
[ware to David, it was by the Loyd. 

And in 1 Kizgs when David {ware 
Bathheva', T Ne Solomon Jhould reign 

: after 


(r5) 

aſter him it was by the Lord, and when 
David (ware that Shimet Jhould not dieg 
it was by the Lord, as. you may fee in 
' IJ Kings 2. | 

And when Solo-zon (ware it was by 
the Lord, and when he made- Shimez 
to {wearit was by the Lord, though 
he broak.1t, which was to 'have been 
pertormed to the Lord. 

And Solomey faith in 1 Kings 8. 1f 
4 man treſpaſs againft his neighbour, 
and he require ar .oath of him to cauſe 


him u\"þ azd the Oath come before 


thy Alta his houſe : then hear thog 
i Heav nd judge thy Servants, and 
condemn the wicked, &c. So here 
you may {ce the Lite of the 7rue Oath, 
and ' Swearing by the Lord, and 
it was. to come betore his Altar , 
in his Houſc ; which Houſe , and 
Oath; and Aitar, and Law, has Chritt 
ended and.fulfilled ; and all rheſe be- 
ftorementioned did not Swezr by Books 
gr Crearures, or any other Name, but 
by the.cLord in-the eld time, which 
W.7S 


—— _ 
— A s == 
coy Dy na Nee 
. ww . — 


= — 
P 
F 


(16) 
ws to be performed to the Lord. 
_ Sothis Oath and {wearing was to 
end the treſpals ; and Chriſt comes to 
exa Treſpaſſes, and Swearing, and the 
Oath, and to blot out Sms and Treſ- 
paſſes, and ſets up Yea and Nay inſtcad 
of the true Oath which was to be per- 
formed to the Lord, and what ſever is 

more is evil, | 
And in 2 Chrop,” 15. And they ſware 
unto the Lord with a loud voice, &Cc. and 


kiah ſwear by God, for he knew that 
that was the Oath he was to take, and 
not force himto {wear by his own God 
or Idols, as you may lee 2 Chroz. 36. 
50 


(27; 
Sothis was the true Oath to ſwear 
by the Lord, though he did not per- 
form it, which Chriſt ends. 

And in Nehem, 13, he made the per- 
ple to ſwear by God, which was the trae 
Oath, and not to ſwear by the Books 
of the Prophets, or Moſes, or any 0- 
ther Creatures or name, but by the {i- 
ving God, which according to the Law 
of God was to 'be performed, which 


Chriſt ends, asT laid before, 


And David faith, he that ſweareth 
to - his own hurt , and chanzeth not, 


Pſalm 15, and Palm 36. and the Xezg 


e 


ſhall rejoyce iz God, every one that 
ſweareth by him ſþ:!! alory : here you 


may ice the Swearing: was by the 


Lord, who i above all the pods of the 


; earth, and above ail Creatures ; lo not 


to ſwear by Books or Creatures but by 
the Lord, when there was occaſion 
for the deciding of ſtrife ; andthough 
it be to his own hurt, \et was he to ſweay 
to the Lord, - that is, juſt and irues and 
performit to the Lord by the A 
0 


(18) 
of the Lord, in his Law in the old time; 
but this Law of Oaths Chriſt ends and 
forbids, 
And in ſa. 45. It's fil, 1 have 


ſworn by my ſelf, and the word is gone 


ont of my moath in righteouſneſs and 
ſhall nat return, that unto me every knee 


ſhall bow, ana every tongue ſhall ſwear. 


Now 1n the time of the Law, they 
were to ſwear by the Lord, but Chriſt 
Jeſus, that ſaith, ſeu; ot at all, who 
1s the Oath of God; and when he 
came, he tulfiled Gods Oarh, who 1aith 
{wear pot at all; and Gods 'word and 
oath did not return, bur was fulfilled 
in Chriſt, that faith, ſwear zot at all, 

So as 1t 15 {aid 1n 7ſa, aforeſaid every 
kxee (hall bow, and every tongue ſhall 


ſwear ; but the Apoſtle that Preach'd 


Chriſt Jeſus and his Goſpel, faith in 
Roms. 13. It is written, 4s 7 live, ſaith 
the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, 


aud every tongue ſhatl confeſs to God, 


Now mirk, it 1s not-here, every 
tongue ſhall ſwear, as It is written 1n ſa. 


they 


(19) 
they were to.{wear in the old time of 
the Law, but in the time of the Gol- 
pel :hey ſhall confeſs ; for if the Apdtle 
ad j:1d, every rongne ſhall ſwear to him, 
he bad contradicted Chrifts words, 
who ſaid froear mor at all, but every 
tongue ſhall coxxfeſs to God, fo not ſwear 
by Goz', and pertorm their Oarh to the 
Lord now 1n the time of the Goſpel. : 
So Chriſt performed Gods Oath, and 
took away the Oath of God amongſt 
men, that they were to {wear by the 
Lord, and fer up Tex and Nay inſtead 
of it. 
And in P/-/, it is ſaid to the ſame 
purpoſe, that at the /Vame 1 Feſaus C- 


very kyee [111 bow, of things in heaven, 


and thinss in earth, ani unde; the 
earth, and thit every tourne ſhal! gon- 
feſs that Felus Chriſt is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father, &C. 

So the Oath of God, that he {ware 
by himſelf, concerning Chrift Jeſus, 
who ends rhe Oath of God amongſt 
men (to bind then: and tye thera up 
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(20) 


to God, Chriſt Jeſus ends, and ſo eve- 


ry tongue comes to confeſs Feſus Chriſt, 
ha Oath of God, ets men G 
to God ; fo that at he Name of Foſus 
every knee ſhould bow, of things 11 Hea- 
ven, and things in Earth, &C, 

© So the Prophet ſaith every tongue 
ſhall ſwear ; but Chrift that 1s greater 
than the Prophet,layes,/wear not at all: 
and the Apoſtles that Preach'd him tay 
every tongue ſhall confeſs him and his 
Golpel : ſo it was {wearing to the Lord 
in the old time of the Law, but confeſ- 
ſing to the Lord in the time of the Gol- 
pel, as you may {ce 1n the Scriptures. 

Andain 1a. 47. Hear this, O houſe of 

Facob, which are called by the name of 
tſrael, and are come out of the waters of 
Fudah, which ſwear by the name of the 
Lord, and make mention of the God of 
2h but not in 1ruth a0r in righteouſ- 
neſs. 
So you may ſeeall ſuch ſwearing, 
and mentioning of God, zot 72 zruth, 
nor righteouſneſs, was declared againſt 
an che time of the Law and a" | 
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(21) Rs 
So Chriſt did not come to fulfil any 

falſe thing, but the true Tipes an 
Shaddows and Figures of him ; and 
the Oath that they were to ſwear by 
the Lord, and perform 1t 12 truth ang 
righteoutnefs ; and this was the Oath 
that Chrii: told the Jews, 2: was ſa;d 
by them in the v1d tim? they were ta 
perform to the Lord, but I ſay unto you 
ſwear not at all: fo here was theold 
time 2nd the new time, the old time 
in the Law and Prophets that commaind- 
ed ſwearipg, and the new time in 
Chriſt and his Goſpel that commands 

zot to ſwear, eas 
And again /ſa, faith, in ch. 5. He 
who llleſſes himſelf in the earth, ſhall 
bleſs himſelf in the God of truth , and 
he that fweareth in the earth [hall ſwear 
, by the God of Truth. | Janes 
So you may lee here they were .to 
{wear ſtill by the God of Truth in the 
old time of the Law and Prophets, and 
not to ſwear by any Creatures or Books 
or any other thing but by the God of 
B 3 | truth, 
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(22) 
truth, and perform their Oath to him, 
according to the Law and Prophets, 


which, as I faid before, was the old 


time, but Chriſt in his time and Goſ- 
pel {ayes, ſwear not at all, which was 
the new time, and Doctrine; to Preach 
down the Sacrifices, and Altars, and 
Oaths, and he it is thac brings men up 
to God, and to a farther righteouſnels 
than that of the Law : and as Ferem. 
lairh, though they [ay the Lord liveth, 
yet ſurely they ſwear faiſely :thoſe were 
them that. had the form of the Law 
and Prophets, but were our © the 
power, and truth, and righicouſneis; 
which were forbidden, and look*d up- 
on as: falſe Iiwearers, becauſe their 
hearts were gone from the Lord. 

_ 90 you may lee it was a weighty 
thing to ſwear by the Lord, and ta 
perform their oath to the Lord, which 
this weighty oath ; Chriſt the Sub- 
ſtance, comes to end, who is the:oath 
pf God, and ſayes, {wear not at all, 

_ $9 the righteouſneſs of Chriſt-excels 


and 
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(23) 
&+ exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Law 


- and Prophets, and of their Swearing. 


And again Fey, {aith in the ſame ch. 
How |i:all 1 pardon thee for this, thy 
Children have forſaken me, to wit, the 
Lord, and have fa by them that are 
20 Gods, | 

So you may lee here to {wear by. 0- 
ther Gods, and to toriake the Lord. it 
is a Queſtion how it {hall be pardoned: 
{o the Oath that was to be {worn; was 
only by the Lord, and not by other 
Gods. oe 

Now look in Chriſtendom, and fee 
what abundance of pettith, frivolous, 


, fooliſh, idle Oaths there: are among[t 


them, who are commanded by Chriit 
ot to ſwear at all, no not the true 


\ Oath; andin the time of the Law it 


was a queſtion by the Prophet of they 
pardon, that did not {wear by theLord; 
& therefore what will become of you, 


that call: your ſelves Chriſtians, that 


{wear ſo vainly , when your Maſter 
Chriſt forbids all ſwearing, 


(24) 

And in Fer. 7. and 9. there he re- 
proves them for ſwearing falſely, aud 
walking after other Gods, 

So. you may lee, Falſe Swearers were 
reproved in the time of the Law and 
Prophets, that was done before Chriſt 
came. who came to fulfkl the true 
Oath;that was to be performed to God: 
Chriſt, I fay did end that, and did 
pertorm the Oath of God and fulfil it. 
And ain Fer. 12. The Lord ſaid he 
world have compaſſion of.his people, and 
bring every man to his heritage, &C. if 


- 


they will ailigently learn the wayes of , 


221 people, and ſwear by my name the 
Lord lwveth, as they had taupht my jeo- 
ple to ſwear by Baall, | 
 $oyou may ſee here the cauſe of 
Ijraels Captivity, was going from 
Goas.wayes, and. ſwearing by Baall, that 
they loft their Inheritances and their 
Land, and therefore if- they would 
come to learn Gods wayes, . and [wear 
by the nameof the Lord, that he lived, 
and leave {wearing by BaaLthey _ 

0 


mherit their Land again, 


(25) 
So you may lee here they were not 
to ſwear by Books or Baall, nor by any- 
Creatare, nor any other name that 
would periſh, but by the Lord that'li- 
veth; and this was - the true Oath, 
which was to be performed tothe Lord; 
- in the old time of the Law and Pro- 
phets, but Chriſt in his time of, the 
Golpel, faith, Swear pot at all, | 
And again in Fer. 23, Becauſe of 
- Swearing the Lana mourns, may it not 
be much more laid of Chriſtendom 
Becauſeof SwearisgChri(ie ndom montus, 
becauſe Chriſt ſorbids.all manner of 
" Swearing, though inthe time of the 
Law and Prophets,they encouraged all 
true ſwearing, and forbad vain and 
falſe, but. Chriſt forbids all ſwearing, 
/ true, vain, and falle, 
And in Fer. 28, you may ſee Zeae- 
{ kiahsOath to Feremith was, As the Lord 
lived, he would not put hims to death , {o- 
his Oath was not by any Creature nor. 
Books, nor by Baal, nor the Gods of 
other Nations, but was the true Oath, 
| | accor-. 


(26) 

according to the Law and Prophets 
which was as Chriſt called it in the old 
time, fo be performed to the Lord, but 
in his new time of the Goſpel he faith, 
Swear z0t at all , and this was the new 
thing brought to pals, which »zade che 
Fews ears to tinzle , and this is he that 
faid, Behold, I make all things new : 
ſo Swearing was In the old time of the 
Law; but Confefſing is in the time of 
Chriſt and his Golpel : here is ane 
new thing. 

_Andin Hoſeah 4» by Swearing, and 
Lying and Steding, and committing A- 
adultery, they breat out, ana blood touch- 
eth blood, &Cc. 

- Such {wearing as this the Law and 
the Prophets was againſt: Oh ye 
therefore that profels the everlaſting 
Golpel of the Lord Jelus Chriſt, let 
not ſuch things be tound amongſt you 
in -Chriftendome, leaſt blood touch 
blood. 

For ſuch beforementioned were 
commanded of to go to Bethaven, nor 
ſwear the Lord liveth, &c, And 


(27) 
And in Hoſea to. They have-ſpoten 
words, ſwearing falſely, in making a 
Coverant , thus Tudgment ſprings up 
2s Hemlock in the furrows of the Field, 
S5 here you may {ee the effect of this 
Falſe ſwearing, and ſee if a great crop 
of this Hemlock may not be found in 
Chrittendom amongſt the Falſe $Swear- 
ers? and yet commanded byChrift, xox 
fo Swear & all, | | 
And in Amos 8. They that ſwear by 
the ſin of Samaria, ani ſay thy God, O 
Day, tiv2th, and the manner of Beer- 
(heba !iveth, even they ſhal fall and not 
riſe np again. | 
Now ye may ſee the ſad Judgment 
of God, that 1s upon them that ſwear 
| byany thing but by the Lord,to whom 
' they were to perform their Oath, 
which Oath Chriſt ends by his Com- 
-, mand : Theretore what think you will 
become of all you that ſwear by ſo 
many things 1n all Chriſtendom andin 
the world ; tor if hey ſhall fall and * 
| - riſe 


(28) 
riſe up again, that ſwear by the fin 0 
ate and the ro of ns wah | 
which was forbidden by God 1a the + 
Law and Prophets : therefore, I ſay, 
what will become of you Chriſten- 
dame, that [wear by ſo many things, 
when Chriſt in his Goſpel commands * 
you, rot ro ſwear at all, Judge your 
ſelves. 

Andin Zeph. 1. It is faid, Them 
that worſhip the Hoaſt of Heaven, upon 
the houſe tops, and them that worſhip 
aud Swear by the Lord, and by Mal- 
cham, 

So here are the Falſe Worſhippers, 
that would Worlhip and Swear by the 
Lord and Malcham, which was repro- 
ved by the.Law and Prophets, for 
they were' to Swear oxly by the Lord, 
and Worſhip. aud ſerve him onely, and 
mot the Hoaſt of Heaven, the true Oath 
to the Lord, and perform it, which 
Oath Chriſt ends. 

.. And therefore you Chriſtians, conſi- 
der how many ſorts of things you o_ 
y 
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(29) 


| by in Chriſtendom, and by Books and 
' Creatures ; which 1f you were as the 
[true Jews, you mult only Swear by 


the Lord,and perform it to him, in truth 
and righteouſneſs, in which you Swear, 
and therefore are not you reproved by 


, the Law and Prophets ? for Chriſt is a 


farther Righteouſneſs than the Law and 
Prophets , he {ayes Swear not at all, 
and Chriſt 1s called the Zord our Regh- 
zeouſne |[s, and not the righteouſneſs of 
the Law and the Prophets. 

And do not you Chriſtians like un- 
to thoſe falſe Jews ſpoken of here in 
Zephaniah, that Swe:r by the Lord and 
Malcham, do not yoy pretend to be 


the Profeffors and followers of Chriſt, 


that 1aith Swear wot at all, and yer 
arenot you found ſwearing not by the 
Lord, but by a Book, and many other 


' things, in which you are forbidden of 
zo ſwear at all ,, loyouare neither true 


to the command of the Lord in the 
Law, nor to Chriſt. 

And in Zach, 5, This is the Curſe 
| that 


(30) 
that poeth forth over the. face of the 
whole carth : for every 0748 that jiealeth 
ſhall be cut off 25 08 this ſide, according 
fo it, and every oze that ſweareth, ſhall 
be ut off a 0n that ſide, accoraing 10 it, 


1 will brinz it forth, faith the Lord of 


Hijts, ant it ſhall eater into the Houſe 
of the Thief, and into the houſe of him 
tnat (we arerh falſe ly by a ray 22me i and 
it ſhall remain in the midit of his houſe, 
and. jball con: [236 Ul with the timber 
thereo of, ana tit? j- Tones FL exeof, 

Now conlfider this all ye Chriſtians 
in Chriſtendome, co ye think the Lord 
will not perform what he hath ſaid, 
and it mult goover th2 face of the earch, 
and every one that ſftealeth, and every 
one that ſmears. falſely, 

Theretore look unto your ſelves, 
how this curſe of the Lord, how it 
will conſume you that (wear? and for- 
(wear ? ſeeing Chriſt has commanded 
Swear not at all : and therefore as you 
love your eternal good,and your Souls, 
and Chriſt Jelus, and God, -lay my 

a 
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(3k) 
all manner of Swearing and Forſweat- 
ing, and Stealing, as he commands 
you, that the Bleſtings may come inro 
your houſes, and wot the Curſe, for God 


will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the 


Swearer, againſt the Adulterer, and 4- 
gainſ: the falſe ſwearer, &&<., and will 
come neer to you to Fudgment, Mal, 3. 

So you may lee all falle Swearers, 
and vain Swearers were judged in the 
time of the Law and Prophets, and the 
true Swearers, and performers of their 
Oaths to the Lord was juſtified, which 
was 1n the old time of the Law and 
Prophets, butin the ew time of Chyiſt, 
the new thing brought forth, he faith 
in his time Swear not at all , which 
makes the Protefing Jews, and ſuch 
like heir ears to tingle, © 

So you may {ce clearly by the Law 
and the Prophets, all ſwearers and 
{wearing by the creatures,by the gods, 
and all common vajn {wearing was 
forbidden, and that they were only t0 
ſwear by the Lord, and perform their 
| Oath 


(32) 
Oath to him: nay if they uſed the 
torm of the Law to {wear by the Lord, 
and did not {wear truly, in Truth ara 
Righteouſneſs , 1twas forbidden, and 
not accepted, except it were in Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, and that Oath 


which was to be {worn in Truth and . , 


Righteoulnels according to the Law, 
Chriſt the Righteouſneis of God, that 
tulfils the righteouſneſs of the law, 
forbids that Oath, who performs and 
fulfils the Oath of God, and faith, 
Swear not at all, 

And Chriſt ſaith in at. 5, Ye have 
heard that it hath been ſaid by them of 
old time, thouſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, 
but ſhalt terform unto the Lord thine 
Oaths ; but I ſay unto you, Swear not 
at all ; mark, not at all, Now theſe 
words of Chriſt relate to theOaths that 
they were to perform to the Zord, tor 
for[wearing and vain Swearing was 
torbidden by the Law and Prophets ; 
{o Chriſts words cannot relate only to 


people that forlwear themiclves ( zot 
ge 


7 (33) | 
fo ſwear at all) but allo to ſuch as 
were to perform their oaths to t he 
Lord, and fwear by the Lord, as in 
the old time was commanded ; ot 8 
forſwear themſelves, but to perform 
their Oath to the Loyd 5 4S.yoOU may ſee 
in the old time, 1 Exod, 20, and. Zev, 
i 9: and Dear 5,0 fo 

And now you may ſee in the New 
Time, Chriſt faith, But 7 ſay upto your, 
Swear 10t at all : ind what TOU, were 
theſe? was it not to the multitude of 
the Jews, and his Diſciples that were 
Jews that he raught upon the Mobmn- 
tain ; now by the Law of Godand the 
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Swear 
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(34) 


Swear not neither / Heaven, jor it ts 


Goas Throne ; nor by the Earth, for it ts 
his Footſtool ; neither by Feruſalem, for 
it is the City of the great King : aeither 
{halt thou ſwear by thy Head, becauſe 
thou cant nit he oz hair, white, or 
black , but let your Communication be 
Tea ye, Nay nay; for whatſoever is 
wore than theſe cometh ofs evil. 

So as Chriit Jeſus forbad Swear xot 
at all, which relates to the true oath 
that was to be {worn by the Lord, ac- 
eording tothe Law in the old time , 1 
bay, Chriſt, that doth fulfil the Oath 
of God. 


then he comes and ſaith, (far- 


ther relating to thoſe other Oaths 


which he particulars) Neither by 
Heaven, nor by the Earth, nor by Ferus 
{alem » or by the Head, &C. and when 
he hath forbidden the :rue Oath, and 
all-thoſe other 0azhs ; then he teach- 
es them what they thall ſay inſtead of 
an Oath, to wit, Yea yea., Nay nay 

«nd what ſoever af more than theſe 


Now 


(35) 

Now in-the old Bible it is, bar your 
communication ſhall ve Teayea, Nay nay, 
for whatſoever is added more than theſe, 
it cometh of evil: this Chriſt ipeaks in 
reipe&t of Swearing; yea, of that: 
Oath which was to be verformed to the 
Loyd, as well as all the other Oaths : 
and he 1s to be believed, and obeyed, 
for plainer words than thele, cannot 
be in the Scriptures : and this caunot 
be meant, that Chrift torbids $wear- 
119 02ly 1 Communication ; tor that was 
forbidden 1n the time oi the Law ; and 
if the Oath' that was commanded to - 
be performed to the Lord was forbidden 
by Chriſt; then much more af vain 
and other Oaths, which both Law and 
Goſpel forbid, BLLY 

And Chriit ſaith 11 2747. 2 3. 1/0 ut 
ro you blind Guides, which ſay, whoſoever 
ſhall ſwear by the Temple; it is nothing; 
hut whoſoever ſhall ſwear by the Gold 
of the. Temple, is a Debtor © ye fools aud 
blind ;\ for whether is greater, the Gold, 
or the: Teinple that Sauttifies the Gold? 


a 


[on 

.. Aud whoſoever (hall ſwear by the Al- 
tar, if is nothing ; but whoſoever ſhall 
ſwear by the Gift that is upon it, he is 
guilty: ye fools and blind, for whe- 
ther is greater , the Gift, or the 
Altar that ſanitifies the Gift ? whoſo 
therefore ſhall ſwear by the Altar, ſwear- 
eth by it, and by all things thereon; axa 
and . whoſo ſweareth by the Temple, 
ſweareth by it, and him that dwells 
therein; andhe that ſmeareth by Hea- 
wen, ſweareth by the Throne of God, and 
hims that ſitteth thereon, : 

So all the ſwearing of theſe fools 
and blind guides, that guided people 
to {wear ſo, were not bleft by Chriſt 
in their doings ; but he cryed woe a- 
gainſt them: and thele were the Jews 
that were to Swear only to the Lord, 
4d perform their Oath by the Lord: 
and what do ye think, do not all them 
that ſwear by the Book, ſwear by them 
that gave forth the Book, to wit, God 
ana the Prophets, Chriſt and. his Apo> 
fles, that gaveforth:the Book, and the 
things therein contained, For 
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(37) 

For ſwearing by Baall, and ſwearing 
by the Temple, or. by the Gold: of rhe 
Temple ; or {wearing by the Altar, or 
by the Gift that was offered thereom:s: 
ax (wearing by the Heavezs, orby the 
Earth, or (wearing by the Head, theſe: 
were all Inventions of the Jews, and: 
practiied -by the blind' Guides, and: 
Heathen, who {ware by their gods, in- 
ventions of their own; for the Law of 
God commanded to Swear by the Lord, 
and by his name, and not by any other 
goas Or Books, or Creatures, or Heaven, 
or Earth, Head, or Altar, or Temple, 
as ye may ſee 1n many. Scriptures be- 
tore quoted ; where the Lord ſaith, ye 
(ball ſwear by my name, and perform the 
Oath to the Lord, which Chriſt 
ſpeaks of, when he ſaith, - Swear mgſpat 
«1 : and what do ye think he menti- 
oned that Oath for, which was :z20 
be performed to the "Lord, if 1t wer 
not to forbid it? he-thar''was the 
Oath of the Lord, and a farther Righ- 
teouſne(s than the Righteoutneſs of 
the-Law ; for Chriſt did not come 
C 3 M_— 
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(38) 

to fulfil thoſe vain.and frivolous oaths 
that men commanded and practiſed, 
but the Oath that Goa hag commanded, 
and cryed Woe againſt them that 
were in the practice of thoſe Oaths 
which God never commanded, nor 
led into them : and fo you may lee all 
along it was the command ot-the Lord, 
and by his Law and Prophets, that 
people were to {wear by tbe Zoro, and 
perform theirOath into h1mgwhich was 
the true Oath and Swearing which 
Chriſt torbad, much more all other 
Oaths. | 

- And ſo then whatever men Swear 
by, if itbe by Zaa/l, are they not to 
perform their Oath to their Baal/? 
ahd if they. ſwear by the Book, arc 
th@not to perform their Oath. to. the 
Book, or the:.contents of 'it ? and if 
they Swear by the Altars,. or: the Gatt 
on the Altar, are they not to: perform 
their Oath to the Altar ? and the Gift 
on the Altar? and if they ſwear by the 
Temple, are they not to perform _—_ 
SETE-7 BI. 343 — + 9/1 Tai 
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| (39) No 

\ Oathtothe Temple? and if they ſwear 
by Heaven or Earth, are they not to 
perform their Oath to Heaven, or to 
the Earth ? and if they (wear by their 
Head, are not they to perform their 
Oath to their Head ? : 

So are not all people, whatſaever 
they ſwear by, to Livy an their Oath 
unto it that they ſwear by ? though all 
thoſe that {ware by any thing but -the 
Lord was judged both by God and his 
Law and Prophets ; and Chriit Jeſus 
cryed woe againit thoſe blind Guides 
- and Fools, that taught to ſwear by: o- 
ther things as aforei:id; but the Oath 
which was to be performed unto. the 
Lord ( and men were not to forſwear 
themſelves in ) was the true Oath of 
God, as God commanded by his Law, 
which was the - Oath that Chrit for- 
bids, and fayes, ſwear not- at all, and 
ſets up Yes yea, and. Nay may infieaa 
theresf, &C. : (2 

And the Apoſtle . Fames follows 
Chriſt in his Dotrine, and ſaith, who 
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(49) 


writes to. the twelve Tribes, which 


were the .Jews that were to ſwear by 
the Lord, and perform their Oat*s to 
him. he ſaith to them; Aboue all things, 
wy Brethren, ſwear nat, either by Hea- 
zen, nor by the Earth : It ſeems theſe 
were, cuſtomary Oaths ; ( now , he 
comes farther with his w ord ) zeither 
by any other Oath : ſo all Oaths are 
condhiided here, the Trac, the Falſe, 

and the YVaiz, but /et your Yea be yea, 


and your Nay nay, leaſt you fall into con- 
demmation. 


 Sothis 1s agrerab to Chriſts words, . 


Yea yea, and Na , and whatſoever 
i more thaz theſe, p5- S of evil, laith 
Chriſt, ad leaſt je fall into condemns: 
tion, "Faith the Apoſtle. 

' $9 though Swearing was .good in 
the time of the Law, as other things 
and Offerings, bnt in the time of the 
Goſpel is Shot . and if they 
ſwear, they 70 info evil, and fall znto 
condemnation ; - and. therefore the way 
fo ſhun evil and condemnatiqn, 15 tq 


keep 
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(41). 


keep to Tea and Nay, and wat: ta ſwear 
' at all, as Chriſt and the Apoſtle com- 


mands ; tor the Apoſtle ſaith, neither 
by Heaten, nor Earth, nor any other 
£49 1 mark, .azy oo Oath: 1o ſee 
what a ſtrels the Apoſtle layes upon it 
and Chriſt, to keep.'people from 
{wearing , and. out of the evil and 
condemnation; though Swearing, as 


Iaid betore, was $ood 1n the old-time 


of the Law, 4e:zg performed nato the 
Loyd amongſt men, for it ended the 
{trite, and did not begin it; but Chriſt, 

who comes to perform the Oath of God, | 


- who ſware by himſelf, he Exds the 


Oath that, men were to ſwear by- the 
Lord, and ſets up Tea ea,' Nay nay, 
inſtead thereof : Chrift commands this” 
to the multitude, and: his. Diſciples; 
and the Apoſtle to the. twelve Tribes 
which were-to ſwear: by the Lord, and ; 


" perform their Oath to. the Lord, as in 


Fames,5, and. Mat, 5c. 
Andtherefore, as I ſaid before, keep 
out of the-eyil and condermnation, and 
| be 


(42) 
be obedient to Chriſts command, and 
the Apoſtles Doctrine, xo to ſwear at 
all, nor any Oath, and keep to Tea yea, 
Nay zay, 1nall your communications, 
and -io ſay, and ſo do, -not ſo ſwear, 
and fo do, as they that ſhall be Judged 


accoraing to the Law of Liberty, James 


po 
Now Chriſt ſets up an order in the 
Church amongſt the Chriſtians, who 
denyes the true Oath, and forbids the 
{ſwearing which was to be performed 
to the Lord, for the ending of Diffe- 
rences and Treſpaſles, as you may ſee 
in'Zevzt. 19, and this is Chriſts order, 
Moreover, ſaith he, ih thy Brother 
ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, 0 and tell 
him his fault betwixt thee and him a- 
lone, and if he ſhall heay thee, thou haſt 
gained thy brother ; But if he will not 
heay thee, then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the month of two or 
three witneſſes every word may be eſta- 
bliſhed, &c, _ 
_ SoChnit doth not ſay, in —_— 
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(43) 
of two or three Swearers, which he 
'had forbidden before ; but. zu. the 
mouth of two or three witneſſes every 
thing [hall be eſtabliſhed, in his Church, 
which he is Head of, as 1n Azat. 28. 
So this was the Order that Chriſt 


+ ſet up in the Church, that forbids 


Swearing, to end differences, and trel- 
paſſes amongſt the Chriſtians, _ 
And the Apoſtle ſaith to the. 


Church, Gal. 13. 1» the mouth of two 


_ or three witneſſes ſhall every word be e- 


ſtabliſhed. 
And fo we never read in all the 


' Scriptures of the New Teſtament, that 


people: were commanded to Sweer, 
but forizdoen, | | 

And Chriſt ſaith, in Zzke 24. to 
them that were his Miniſters, and re- 


- ceivd their Ordination from him to 


Preach fxeely, as they had recerved free- 


ly, he told them, they were Witneſles 


Hf theſe things that he ſuffered. - * -.. 
And when they choſe another Dtls 
ciple, and caſt Lots, the Zerd gave the 
vt Lot 


(44) 
Lot to Matthias, to be a Witneſs of hjs 
Reſurrection, Acts 1.and-in As 2, the 
Apoſtles were witneſſes that God had 
raiſed Feſus from the dead: and in As 
3. & 15, he ſpeaking to the Jews that 


Had killed the Prizce of Life, whereof 


we are witneſſes, faith he: and in A4Xs 
5. and 32. ſpeaking of Chriſt; the A- 
poſtles ſaid, we axe his witneſſes of 
theſe things, and lo allo is the HolyGhoſt 
whom God hath given to them that obey 
him: andin A's 13. But God hath rai- 
ſed him from the dead, to wit, Chriſt, 
and he was (cew many dayes of them 
which came up with him from Galilee 
zo Feruſalem, who a1e his witneſſes to 


| the people: and in A#s 26, Paulin 


his confeſſion, ſaid 7 continu:d unto this 
day witneſſing unto [mall and great, &c, 
and we are witneſſes of all things which 
he did, to wit, both in Fury and Ferufa- 
lem, whom they (iew awd hanged on 4a 
zree, &c. So theſe were choſen- wit-, 
neſſes of God and Chriſt, A#s 49, 

Ando here you may tee the _ 
5A | ers 


| (45) 

| ftersof Chrift were not made by ahi 
Oath which were Preaches & 7tzeſes 
of his Birth, Sufferings, Death and 
Reiurrec&tion ; {o they were not Swear- 
ers of it, or confaffors of it upon Oath, 
but w:tzecſſes of the Truth of it in the 
Truth, 

And fo Chriſt tzeſſed a good con- 
fefſion before Poxtirs Pilate, and did 
not Swear a good confeſſion, for he 
denyed Swearing who was Gods Oath. 

And the Apoſtle {peaks to Timothy, 
in 2 Tim, 2.2. And the things thou haſt 
heard of me amonglt many witneſ: es, the 
ſame commit thou unto faithful mey, "who 
ſhall be able to iaſtruit others alſo: He 
doth not ſay the things thou haſt heard 
amongſt many Swearers,but Witneſſes, 
the fame commit unto faithful men, 
but not upon Oath, men that ſhall ſo 
fay and ſo do. 

And whereas the Apoſtle faith a- 
. gainſt a» Elder, receive not an accuſa- 
tiox, -but before two or three witneſſes; 
tq he doth nas fazr hefore two or three 
Swearers 


I Swearers, I Tim. 5. 19. = 
So here was the practiſe of . the 
| Church according to Chriſts com- 
I! mand to witneſs the trath, whodeny- 
ed Swearing; and here was the practiſe 
of his Miniſters to be w:tneſſes to the 
truth without Swearing & what was 
I" 60 be Committed to the Faithful mez 
! was without an Oath, and concerning 
Accuſations and Treſpaſjes, 1t was by 
| twoor three witneſſes, 2nd not two or 
three Swearers. 
| And when the Jews ſtoned Stepher 
l to death, the wirs-ſſes laid down their 
| cloaths ; it doth not ſay they (ware, ' / 
but w:itzeſſed againſt him, Ads g; 
8. 
And when they put Chriſt to death 
there came two faiſe witneſſes when the 
Hig h-Prieſt had examined Chrift whe- 
ther he was theChriſt the Sor of Gad: & 
Feſws ſaid uuto hin tho haſt ſaid: Ne- 
wertheles I [ay unto you, hereafter ye ſhall | 
ſee the Son of man ſitting at the right 
hand of: God, awd coming tn the Cimd: : 
: | F11e# 
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| then the Hiah-Prieſt rent his Chathes, . 


and ſaid, he hath ſpoken Blaſphemy,what 


| weed have we of farther witneſſes? ?P 


So theſe murdering Jews that cr- 
tified Chriſt, and Marcyred Stephen, we 


| donot read they received witzeſs a- 
 gainſt them upon 07h. 


And the Apoſtle faith, 1 Tim, 2. 5 
1 ſpeak the,truth ir Chriſt and lye not: 
teather of the Gentiles in Faith and Fe- 
rity, io he doth not fay I Swear the 
truth. 

And the Apoſtle ſaich, ſpeak every 


mantruth to his Neighbour ; and put 


away lying, for we are members one of 


axother, Eph.4. Not every man to 
Swear the Truth with his Neigh- 
bour. 
So it all Chriſtians in Chrittendom, 
ſo called, would ſo lay, and ſo. do, 
and ſpeak the truth as it # in Feſus, who 


' ts the. truth , and every man ſpeak 


truth with his Neighbour, This would 
thew that by that profeſs themſelves 

S were-membes one of another; 
and 
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and that Chriſt w.zs their Head, & this 
would eale them of many idle words, 
and of all Oaths ifthey obeyed Chriits 
Command, and the Apoſtles do&rine, 
in keeping yea, yea, Nay, Nay, in all 
their communications. 

And now it you lay that the Apo- 
itle ſpeaks of {wearing in Hes. 6. 
mark what was his end in 1t; for when 
God made a Promile to Abraham be- 
cauſe he could not (wear by agreater, he 
ſware by himſelf, &c, Vor mea ve- 
Fly fware by the preater, and an Oath 
for" Confirmation is to rheme an end of 

rife. 

, ';So this Oath of God was a Confir- 
mation to them, '& an end of ſtrife to 
them, not tous; for witzeſſes end the 
ſtrife in the time of theGoipel,as oaths 
did in the time of the Law: (lo/not the 
beginniag of ſirite, as Oath are now? 
and men fware by the Lord which 
was the greater, and were to perfornt 
their Oath to him, which Chriſt'efids; 
And fo the Apoſtle brings: thisbutes 


(49) 
a Similitude, wherein God willing moe 
abunaantly to ſhew unto the heirs of 
Promiſe; the immutability of his Conn- 
ſel confirmed it by an Oath, &C, 

And in Heb. 7. where you may ſee 
the Prieſts were made without an 
oath, but Chrift with an Oath, that 
ſaid of him, The Lord ſware, and 
will not repent, thou art a Prieſt for e- 
ver, after the oraer of Melehizedeck : 
ſo he 1s made a Surety of a better Te- 
ftament, than the firſt; ſo the Od 
Teftament has the O:a things , the 
New Teſtament tas tne New things, as 
a New Praeft, the Nev Bicoa, the New 
and 111m. 1vay, Chriff, who was 
made with an Oath, who exds the 
Oath of God, that men iware by to 
bind, thema and tye their Souls up to 
God: {0 Chriftis the way up to God, 
that ſayes Swear 7 at all, and let your 
Yea be yea, and Nay ny, and the A- 
poſtles, and Martyrs, and all the Faith- 
ful followed him in his Do&rine, who 
dare not Swear, becauſe Chriſt and the 

D Apo- 
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Apoſtle hath forbidden it, who can- 
not call him Zord, unleſs they do as he 
Commanas, and layes to them. | 

But now if you lay Atraham (ware, 
Chriſt ſaith, Before Abraham was, 1 
am, and he ſayes, Swear not at all. 

Ard if you lay Facob and Foſepb 
Swarc ; Cariſt Reigns over the houle 
of Foſeph and Facob, who faith, ſwear 
not at all, 

And if you ſay 2eſes, the ſervant of 
God, and the Prieſts did {wear in rhe 
time of the Law, and old Covenant, 
Chriſt ends the firſt Prieſthood, and 1s 
the Son of God, and 15 above Moſes 
the ſcrvant ; and his New Teſtament, 
is a greater Teſtament than _ Or 
the Law, and a letter Surety than the 
blood of Bnils aud Goats, who offered up 
his owe blood himſelf ence for all , he 
ſayes, Swear not 4t all, who redeems 
people by his blood up to God, and 
they have Faith 1n' Him, and It, and 
Rot in the Blood of Bulls and Goats. 

And now if you fay, that the Pro- 
phets 
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phets {ware in the time of the Law, in 
the Old Teitament, I ſay, Chriſt, 
which ends the Prophets and the Law 
in his New Teſtament, fayes, Swear 
not at all, | 

And- now if you fay the Angel 
ware, 7 bring forth my firſi begotten 
into the worla, ſaith the Lord, let all 
the Angels worſhip vim, that ſayes, 
Swear not at all , and learn of me, faith 
Chriſt, -7 am the yay, and this is my be- 
loved Son, faith God, hear ye him inn 
whom I am well pleaſed, who fulfils the 
Oath of God, and in him God per- 
forms his Oath, whole righreouſnels 15 
beyond that of the Law of Swearing, 
who is the glory of 1[rael, if they will 
receive him; and the Lizht of the Gea- © 
files, to whom God never gave an 
Oath, but. to the Tews, unto whonz 
he gave the reſt of the Types ; and 
therefore ſhould ' all "the converted 
Jews and Gentiles hear Him, the Oath 
of God;> who doth 'fulfil the Oath of 
God; andthe Law, and the Prophets 
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in the old time, and all the Promiles of 
Him, who zs ſet up from everlaſtins to 
everia{"ins, the firſt and lajt, the Amen: 
and therefore all Chriſtians mind 
Chriſts words, and hear and obey him 
that God hath ſeat, and Leyeye that 
He is He that God hath ſeat, and obey 
his commands, for God hath perform- 
ed his Oath in him who came to fulfil 
the Oath of G2d, thac he gave to men 
in the Old Teltament, who ſaith in his 
new Teſtament, Swear z0t at all, but let 
your zea be yea, and na y 4), ond what- 


foewer 15 more thag this cometh of evil, 


And ſo the Anotles were made a/c 
Ataniſiers of Chriit, and of the New 
Teſtament, and not of the Letter ; Of 
the Prophets and the Law in the Old 
Teſtament in which taere was Swear- 
ing ; tor the Lerter Killeth, but the S/i- 
rit "piveth Life. 

But if the Miniſtration of the Law 
Written and Engraven iz Stone was glo- 
rious., fo thit the Children: of 1ſrael 
ws ot ' fedfaltl behold the Fate of 
Moſes, 
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Moles, for the glory of his Countenanie, 
which plory was to be done away, mark, 
that glory was. to be done away, and' do 
you think that Swearing and Oaths 
were not to be done away? if that glory 
| wastobe done away by Chriſt, how 
| ſhall not the miniſtration of the Spirit 
' be glorious? for if the AMiniſratios 
| of Condemnation be gloriows, much 
| moredoth the Miniſtration of Rightes 
 ouſacſ; exceed in plory, Ee 
Now. were not Oaths & On—_ 
| andall thole figurative things in this 
miniſtration of Condemnation? 
> Foreventhat which was made glo- 
rious had no glory in thisreſpe&t, by 
reaſon of the -lory that exrelleth, &c. 
as you may read in 2 Cor. 2. 3. 10 
Chriſt takes away the firſt, that he may 
| rffabliſh the: ſecond: So he takes away 
| thoſe Oaths and Offering-co 
\ 1 ofGodin the firſt Teſtament, and eſta- 
) blifheth:the ſecond and. New Tetit3- 
ment. in the:Golpel, the:Power of God; 
before the{->Devil was,:and will. be 
Eo when 
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when he 1s gone: where there is no 
Swearing, but Tea and ay, and out 
of the mouth of two or three witneſſes 
ſhall every thing be eſtabliſhed , ſaith 
he that forbids Swearing ; and he is 
tobe Believed, and Heard, and Obey- 
ed, and Built upon ; and there is zo 
other Foandation to be laid, and he is 
the Chief Corney Stone, and the Build- 
ers are not to Reject him, 

Now we the People of God called 
Quakers, who cannot Swear at all be- 
cauſe Chriſt forbids 1t, and faith, Let 


your yea be Ye, ard pay Nay, and - 


whatſoever is more then this cometh of 
Evil. :. And the Apoſtle Fames like- 
wile-exhorts'mot to ſwear at all, but 
to keep to Tra, Yea, Nay, Nay ; Leaff 
we fall into Coniemnation.. | 
> So we knowing that 1t we ſhould 
Swear ' contrary to our Lord and Savi- 
ours Command; . and. the! Apoſtle 
Hll into Evtland Condemmation, and. 
that no 'Man as able torddeeny __ 
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of that Sin and Evil and Condem- 
nation, ; 

And therefore we do declare to atl 
the Magiſtrates upon che face of the 
Earth, that if we be tound breaking 
our Yea, yea, and Nay, #ay, In teſtt- 
fying the truth, when we are called 


| before them; then let us ſuffer the ſame 


puniſhment as Perjured Perſons. 

So we deſire that our Teſtimon 
may be taken in truth and righteoul- 
ncis , without iwearing , according 
to the Command of Chriſt and the 
Apoſtle, 


Swarthauet, this 29th, of 
the $:4 Moneth, 1675. 
Ge £, 


7THE END, 


